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WisconCare

FY 04 FY 05
GPR All Funds GPR All Funds

Expenditures $ (750,000) $ (750,000) $ (750,000) $ (750,000)

Description of Proposal

• Eliminate the WisconCare health program.

Background

• WisconCare is a small, health care program serving 174 recipients who are unemployed or work less than 25 hours
per week and have a combined gross family income of less than 150% of the federal poverty level. Eligible
individuals are uninsured, cannot obtain health insurance, and are not eligible for Medicaid or BadgerCare.
Approximately 243 individuals are on the waiting list for WisconCare coverage.

• Services covered are limited to insulin and diabetic supplies, diagnostic procedures, family planning supplies,
inpatient maternity care, laboratory tests, medical supplies, most prescription drugs, primary care office visits and X-
rays.

• WisconCare is available to residents in 17 counties: Brown, Door, Douglas, Forest, Kenosha, Lincoln, Milwaukee,
Oconto, Oneida, Portage, Price, Sawyer, Shawano,Vilas, Washburn, Waukesha and Waushara.

• Funding is provided through a hospital assessment. Of the $750,000 available, approximately $150,000 is used for
administrative costs and $600,000 for benefits.

Rationale for Proposal

• The current state budget crisis requires the Department to identify cost savings in its programs. Because WisconCare
is a paper claims health care program serving a limited number of individuals and covering a restricted range of
services, administrative costs for the program are very high, 20% of the total budget. As a result, WisconCare is not a
cost-effective health care program.


